The NET By-Laws

THE NET is a business and professional member group whose goal is to exchange qualified business referrals. The group is made up of Worcester business owners and professionals. Our goal is to create and execute a steady source of referrals and to build professional relationships within the Worcester Community. 

Membership
Only one business per non-competitive business category (any discrepancies or questionable request will be determined by the membership committee). In order to remain in good standing, each member must:

· Have good business ethics

· Be presented at every meeting and be on time (see attendance)

· Actively submit referrals

· Pay all yearly dues

· Present a 60 second commercial

· Present a 5-10 minute presentation**
· Actively participate in the recruitment of new members

· Actively be involved in out side activities of the NET

** If you are unable to speak (5-10 minute presentation) at your given date, it is your responsibility to find another member to take your place. The group is not responsible to find speakers at the last minute. If you don’t find a member there will be 1 strike added to your 3 Late/leaving early. 
Attendance

Each member is allotted a total of 5 absences for the year. This roughly allows a member to miss 1 meeting per quarter if needed for personal and professional business responsibilities. If a member misses 3 consecutive meetings it will be considered a withdrawal from the group and the member’s business category will become available to a new member. If a member is late or leaves early from a meeting 3 times it will count as 1 absent. 
Members will be allowed excused absences for a period of up to 2 consecutive weeks for family illness, death, emergencies, etc. (a business appointment doesn’t constitute as an excused absence, schedule around the weekly meetings). 
When a member has 3 absences the membership committee will send a letter to that member to give them a warning that the member is 2 absences away from termination. 
Leave of Absences: If a member takes a leave of absences they will be required to pay dues to hold the position open. If the dues are not current then the position will open up.

Guest/New Members

A guest must attend two consecutive meetings before being considered for membership. Once their application is submitted the membership committee will check references and then the membership committee will present the application to the members of The NET to vote the new member in (the quest applying will not be present during the voting). 
Dues and Expenses

At the time of the application a check for $125 will need to be presented (check will not be cashed until guest is approved as a new member). A second check for $125 will need to be collected within 4 months of the new member’s approval into the group. All dues will be given to the Treasure and made out to The NET. These dues will be deposited into The NET’s DBA account and will be used for marketing, website, special events, etc., all monies that will be withdrawn will need approval from the group. Unpaid dues will result in termination. Dues are non-refundable. 
I _______________________________, understand and agree with all the By-laws above. 
Member Signature: __________________________________ Date:_____________
